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to better serve you, your 

employees and connect 

you with new clients, 

customers and partners.  

 

You will get the opportu-

nity to see what our new 

website will have to offer 

at our November lunch 

on November 4, 2010. 

Register for the event at 

www.cecilchamber.com! 

Albert Schweitzer said, 

ñExample is not the main 

thing in influencing oth-

ers, itôs the only thing.ò  

Taking your lead, and  

listening to what you 

have said would provide 

support for your busi-

ness, we have worked 

hard to build a brand new 

website. The site has 

great features and new 

opportunities for interac-

tion and advertising.   

The Board of Directors 

and Staff are committed 

to representing the suc-

cesses of our members 

and the Cecil County 

business community; we 

continue to be apprecia-

tive of your support and 

input. 

Laura Mayse,  

Executive Director 
 

Fall reminds me of the 

importance and opportu-

nity for change. We can 

all appreciate the beauti-

ful change in the physical 

landscape ï the brilliant 

colors of red, yellow and 

orange of the leaves. 

 

Besides the changes we 

can see as we go about 

our day-to-day activities 

ï remember the change 

we all experienced as 

students each fall as we 

began each new school 

year. As elementary 

school students, we see 

change with a new 

teacher and new class-

room. As middle and 

high school students, we 

experience new sched-

ules, new lockers, and 

new paths to travel 

through our day. While 

these changes are some-

times met with apprehen-

sion, as adults we can 

now appreciate and re-

member the true opportu-

nity each new school year 

brought.  Even as stu-

dents, we learned to be 

excited with the prospect 

of growth, learning and 

striving each day to 

reach our goals. 

 

The Chamber is enjoy-

ing the changes of the 

seasons, just as the stu-

dents settle into the new 

school year. Weôve be-

gun to settle into our 

new, temporary location 

in Elktowne Centre, 106 

East Main Street, Suite 

101A, Elkton, Mary-

land. Just as if it were 

the first few weeks of 

school, we are getting 

used to our new rou-

tines, new rooms, and 

surroundings. 

 

As each of you have 

been busy, focused on 

your businesses and of-

fering the best products 

and services to your 

customers and clients, 

the Chamber has been 

hard at work building a 

new website ï a website 
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I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

Chamber Matters 

The Chamber Matters  newsletter 

is on the lookout for informative, 

educational articles on issues that   

businesses and organizations are 

facing today in Cecil County.  

 

We are seeking professionally 

written articles on any business-

related topic,  

including: 

 

Marketing  

Management  

Budgeting and Finance 

Customer service 

Human resources 

E-commerce 

 

Simply email your article (1,000 

words or less) to 

kblankenship@cecilchamber.com. 

Be sure to include a brief About 

the Author paragraph. The Cham-

ber reserves the right to edit the 

article as necessary for space or 

content. 

Itôs YOUR 

Chamber  

Tell us what you 

know!  

mailto:info@cecilchamber.com


W e l c o m e   

N e w  M e m b e r s  
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Introducing Our New  

Board of Directors  

 

Executive Committee 2010-2011 

John Betts,  President 

York Building Products Company, Inc. 

Bob Palsgrove, 1st Vice President 

The Columbia Bank 

Jeanne Parry, 2nd Vice President 

North East Enterprises 

Carl Roberts, Ed.D., Treasurer  

Public School Superintendents  Association of MD 

Brian Byers,  Past President 

Met Life 

................................................................................ 

Board of Directors 2010-2011 
 

 

 

Ken Brown 

Sarah Colenda 

Principio Furnace Foundation, Inc. 

 Carolyn Crouch 

Cecil County Government 

 Candy Davis 

Elkton Gas 

 Mario Gangemi 

Duffield Associates, Inc. 

Renee Quietmeyer 

Chesapeake Publishing 

Michael Ratchford 

W.L. Gore & Associates, Inc. 

Scott Sturgill 

Harford Bank 

  Teen Vebares 

CORE-Design Group 

 

Staff Contact Information  

Laura Mayse, Executive Director 

Lauren Bachman, Membership Director 

Katie Blankenship, Communications Director 

Phone: 410-392-3833 

  

The Mission Statement 

ñAs the primary representative of our 

membership on legislative and regulatory 

matters, the mission of the Cecil county 

chamber of Commerce is to advocate a 

strong, viable economic environment in 

Cecil County.ò 

 

Scott Sturgill 
Scott presently works with Harford Bank in Elkton, 

Maryland as a Vice President of Business Develop-

ment.  Harford Bank is a locally owned community 

bank headquartered in Aberdeen, Maryland.  He is 

part of the Senior management team at Harford 

Bank.   Scottôs primary duties are establishing and 

maintaining business relationships in Cecil and Har-

ford Counties.  He has been with Harford Bank for 

approximately two years and has over 25 years of 

banking experience.  He has been previously em-

ployed as a bank president, executive vice president, branch adminis-

trator, mortgage manager , branch manager, auditor and loan review. 

He currently serves on several local boards including Upper Bay as 

Treasurer and BEPAC also a member of the executive team and Treas-

urer.  Former boards include Boys and Girls Club, Home Partnership 

and Cecil Partnerships for Youth, Children and Families.  Scott was in 

the class of 2005 for Cecil Leadership. 

He presently resides in North East.  Scott has two sons whom live in 

Westminster, MD.  When not working, Scott enjoys boating. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mario Gangemi 
Mario J. Gangemi, P.E. is a Senior Project Manager 

at the North East, MD, office of Duffield Associ-

ates, an engineering and science consulting 

firm.   He has over 20 years of experience in water 

resources, geotechnical engineering and construc-

tion review services.  His experience includes the 

geotechnical evaluation and analysis of shallow and 

deep foundation systems, earth embankments and 

pavements along with evaluation and design of re-

gional and localized stormwater solutions.   Projects 

he oversees include design of regional stormwater facilities, perform-

ance of regional flood evaluations, determination of appropriate Green 

Technology Best Management Practices and typical civil site de-

sign.  He formerly served as the Geotechnical and Construction Ser-

vices Group Leader for Hatcher-Sayre (a former Duffield Associatesô 

company) and served as the Construction Services Group Leader for 

Duffield Associates.  Mr. Gangemi has assisted the Environmental 

Group with performance of Phase I Modified Environmental Site As-

sessments and determination of nature and extent of contamination 

plumes. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

November 4, 2010 

 Chamber Luncheon 

 Chesapeake Bay Golf Clubï North East 

 Chamberôs NEW Website Demonstration! 

 

November 18, 2010 

 Business Card Exchange 

 Elkton Florist  

 

December 9, 2010 

 Chamber Luncheon 

 Chesapeake Inn 

 Introduction to 2011 Legislative Agenda 

 

December 16, 2010 

 Holiday Open House 

 Chamberôs New Location! 

 

Visit www.cecilchamber.com for more  

information or to register for events. 



 

P a g e  4  C h a m b e r  M a t t e r s  

A  M e s s a g e  F r o m  O u r  

P r e s i d e n t  

CAP Electrical proudly announcing that it is start-

ing a new division in the company.  We are provid-

ing to the people of Cecil County and surrounding 

communities the opportunity to purchase either so-

lar or windmill electrical power.  We will work with 

the interested parties in designing and installing 

these programs that will fit their needs.  This is in-

vestment opportunities that will payback dividends 

to those involved.  To get started just call us at (410) 

658-2002.   

Dear Members,  

 

On August 24, 2010 I attended the Chamberôs ñCandidateôs 

Receptionò at the Chesapeake Bay Golf Course in Rising 

Sun. It was a very successful event. Over 20 candidates for 

elected office were in attendance. To me it had the air of com-

petition. Iôm sure the candidates were eyeing up their oppo-

nents and making quick assessments on which person (s) they 

were speaking. I noticed some candidates took the approach 

of planting themselves in one spot hoping to greet all 

passersby, while others strategically worked the room by of-

fering a firm handshake or backslapping the better known 

attendees.  

 

No matter what approach each candidate made, I believe, they 

had two things in common. One, they were there in atten-

dance to win over voters and two, because they want a better 

life for the citizens of Cecil County and the State of Mary-

land. My assessment is that each candidate, no matter what 

office, is not in it for the money. They are not in it for the 

glory. They are running because they believe in a better life 

for its citizens.  

 

Describing what a better life is can be debated but, no one can 

argue that a sound business community can contribute to a 

better life. JOBS JOBS JOBS is the usual promise chanted by 

the candidates. Well, those jobs usually come from successful 

businesses. Those successful businesses are in communities 

where government encourages new enterprise, paves the way 

for fast track development, creates incentives to expand their 

current businesses  and moreéor simply put,  is ñbusiness 

friendlyò.  

 

So I encourage each of our 543 members to get involved in 

the upcoming election in one way or another. Attend the vari-

ous forums that will dot the calendar, hear the candidateôs 

message, join a campaign or simply stick a candidateôs sign 

on your front yard but, most of all, VOTE.  I feel confident 

that the Cecil County Chamber of Commerce members will 

make the right choice in the upcoming elections by selecting 

the candidates or voting on referendums that will help make a 

better way of life for you, your family, and your businesses.  

As a group, we can greatly affect the upcoming election re-

sults. Letôs all get involved.  

 

Sincerely,  

John Betts 

President  
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Candidatesô Events 

The Chamber held a Candidatesô Reception on August 24, 2010. The event was open to any candidate 

running in the primaries, as well as chamber members and the public. The event was held at the Chesa-

peake Bay Golf Club in Rising Sun, MD. Nineteen candidates chose to advertise in the Chamberôs óMeet 

the Candidatesô Booklet and receive table space at the event. The total amount of candidates in attendance 

were in the thirties. The event was a meet and greet with no speakers and no agenda.  

The Chamber hosted two Candidate Forums on September 28, 2010 at the Milburn Stone Theatre at the 

Cecil College and Tuesday, October 5, 2010 at Elkton High School. The September forum included the 

four candidates running for the Senate, twelve candidates that are running for the House and the six run-

ning for Commissioner. The event brought out about 250-300 local voters to hear from the candidates 

first hand. The October Forum included candidates for Stateôs Attorney, Board of Education, and County 

Sheriff.  Thank to everyone who helped make the 2010 Candidate events a success! 

VOTE on Tuesday, November 2, 2010! 
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W E L C O M E !  

N e w  M e m b e r s !  

Arro Consulting, Inc 

203 Market St. Suite 306  

Havre De Grace, MD 21078  

Phone: (410) 236-1310 

E-mail: john.highby@thearrogroup.com 
 

Bay First Realty, LLC Commercial 

Properties 

111 S. Main Street North East, MD 

21901  

Phone: (410) 553-1892 

E-mail: terryvdh@gmail.com 

 

Brad Mainster, RHU, ACBC- Insurance 

and Financial Services 

PO Box 369 

Churchville, MD21028 

Phone: (410) 734-9113 

E-email: brad9123@earthlink.net 

 

Chesapeake Bay Golf Club & Knicker's 

Restaurant and Pub 

1500 Chesapeake Club Drive North East, 

MD 21901  

Phone: (410) 287-0200 

E-mail: sherrik@chesapeakegolf.com 

 

Coventry Health Care of Delaware, Inc 

6310 Hillside Court Suite 100 

Columbia, MD 21046 

Phone: (410-) 910-7139 

E-mail: ljclevenger@cvty.com 

 

Devine Computing 

113 Sharpless Drive 

Elkton, MD 21921 

Phone: (410) 398-2285 

E-mail: 

mike.devine@devinecomputing.com 

 

Edward Jones Investments 

101 Northside Plaza Elkton, MD 21921 

Phone: (410) 398-4214 

E-mail: christo-

pher.s.smith@edwardjones.com 

 

Gearhart Editing 

309 George Street  

Chesapeake City, MD 21915  

Phone: (410) 855-4373 

E-mail: carol@gearhartediting.com 

 

 

 

Geracimos Companies 

333 Walnut Drive  

Chesapeake City, MD 21915  

Phone: (410) 885-9494 

E-mail: dean@geracimos.com 

 

Holloway Eye Care & Optique 

202 B South Bridge Street  

Elkton, MD 21921  

Phone: (410) 392-2323 

 

Hollywood Casino Perryville 

1201 Chesapeake Overlook Pkwy  

Perryville, MD 21903  

Phone #1: (410) 378-8629 

E-mail: him-

bert.sinopoli@pngaming.com 

 

John Scalley State Farm Agency 

102 Northsdied Plaza  

Elkton, MD 21921  

Phone: (410) 398-3330 

E-mail: john@johnscalley.com 

 

The Learning Curve 

129 Vineyard Dr  

Port Deposit, MD 21904  

Phone: (410) 916-0197 

E-mail: thelearning-

curve@zoominternet.net 

 

Lincoln Financial Securities 

2204 Harford Rd  

Fallston, MD 21047  

Phone: (443) 280-0587 

 

Rainbow International, Northeastern MD 

323 Williams St. Suite A  

Bel Air, MD 21014 x108 

Phone: (410) 987-7921 

E-mail: 

tammi.limbach@mail.rainbowintl.com 
 

Saxons Diamond Centers 

226 S. Philadelphia Blvd Aberdeen, MD 

21001  

Phone: (410) 272-3322 

E-mail: saxonsdc1@aol.com 

 

Service Master Quality Clean 

184 Childs Road  

Elkton, MD 21921  

Phone: (410) 392-4900 

E-mail: office@svmqualityclean.com 

USB Payment Processing, NE Inc. 

8501 Lasalle Rd  

Suite 300 Phone  

Towson, MD 21286 

Phone: (410) 828-4286 

E-mail: usbne2@aol.com 

 

Vandiver Inn 

301 S. Union Avenue  

Havre De Grace, MD 21078  

Phone: (410) 910-3560 

E-mail: vandi-

ver_corporate@comcast.net 

 

Wickham Cleaning Services 

104 Chesapeake Ridge Lane Apartment 

2 C  

North East, MD 21901 

Phone: (443) 907-3643 

E-mail: lwickham1@comcast.net 

 

WSFS Bank 

115 College Square 

Newark, DE 19711 

Phone: (302) 528-5235 

E-mail: cbrindle@wsfsbank.com 

 

 

Renewing Members  

 

 

Thank you to these Chamber 

Members who have recently 

renewed their membership! 

 

Best Western North East Inn 

Bohemia Bay Yacht Harbour 

Brandywine Waterproofing 

Celebrations Party Store 

Community Hospices of MD 

Constellation Energy Group 

Crystal Pools/Rising Sun 

Elkton Chiropractic Neurol-

ogy Center pc 

Motel 6, Elkton 

Northside Pharmacy 

Success Programs, Inc 
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R i b b o n  C u t t i n g s  

 

Top of the Bay Women 

Dawn Rowles, First Act Accounting 

 
 

 
 

In July of 2009, Laura Mayse, Executive Director of the Cecil County Chamber of Commerce, began discussing the 

idea of a non-Chamber sponsored group of women that could meet periodically to network and share ideas together.  

Her conversations with Dawn Rowles (First Act Accounting Services) led to a ñmeeting of the mindsò on Tuesday, Au-

gust 25th, 2009 at Moveable Faire in Elkton.  Laura invited 12 women she thought might be interested in spear-heading 

such a group.  At that meeting, there was an overwhelming response to giving this networking concept a try.  It was 

decided that we would meet on the 4th Wednesday of each month.  Those interested would select a month to be 

ñHostessò of the event.  The hostess would decide where the event would be held, and would coordinate lunch choices, 

invitations, and money collection (the Chamber graciously helped with money collection in the early meetings).  Dawn 

was hostess to the first official meeting, which was held at Susky Grille in Port Deposit.  There were about 18 women 

present that day, both from Harford and Cecil counties.  The layout was and continues to be kept very informal.  There 

was a round-table introduction, followed by lunch and simple, woman-to-woman networking.  The meetings have been 

held at various locations since that time, and the numbers have grown steadily.  The cost of the meeting has been kept 

to the cost of the lunch to date.  Invitations are open, and reliance is placed on those in attendance to spread the word 

each month.  Meetings have been held at such venues as The Cecil College Foundation, the Delmarva Power Offices, 

and a most memorable luncheon hosted and personally catered by Sarah Colenda in her home last December.  Top of 

the Bay Women was selected as the name for the group in August, 2010.  The name was suggested by Lauren Bachman 

of the Cecil County Chamber, and received an overwhelming response as the prefect choice.  The numbers in atten-

dance fluctuates, but continues to grow, averaging around 18-20. 

 

John Scalley State Farm Agency 

 July 2010 

Cellular Connection- North East  

May 2010 

Cecil County Fair  

July 2010 
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